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Hon. Foreign Minister
Distinguished Business Leaders

As salamu alaikum and good evening

I recognize the contributions of our business leaders for the prosperity of our nation. 
In the recently held Bangladesh-US partnership dialogue, officials from  both sides stressed that the expatriate Bangladeshies, particularly the entrepreneurs, represent a vital connector between the two friendly states. The first ever partnership dialogue had to concentrate on conceptual work on three broad issues-security cooperation, governance and trade and investment. As it gains a more structured form in the coming years and the issues of cooperation are more specifically targeted, it is expected that the role of NRBs would be more pronounced. 
Honesty, I take the forums such as today’s as an opportunity to do an essential brainstorming and stakeholder consultation for a business follow up. I thank you all for responding to our calls today. 

Dear Business Leaders,
 As the Hon. Foreign Minister does unequivocally single out the priorities of the present government before business audiences at home and abroad, our non-resident entrepreneurs, these days, are not merely the source of our remittances. Their enterprising approaches and expertise also generate valuable ideas. Like other foreign investors, they also risk their scarce time, capital and energy in Bangladesh and generate works in our labour surplus economy. However, to them attraction to Bangladesh could never be confined to spreadsheets of their accountants. Bangladesh is much bigger than that! 
From my conversations with many of you in the past, the feeling I have had was that investment in Bangladesh is also a sweet homecoming. I mean to say, irrespective of  the business merit, coming to Bangladesh could be all of our goal in its own right. 
Bangladesh recognizes that in this world of competitive business, no investment practically possible unless the environment is business friendly. To ensure that business in Bangladesh could be conducted in competitive terms, Bangladesh, in the past decades had to go through a long and painful process of structural adjustments. Addressing business barriers, bringing down the costs of doing businesses, reforming bureaucracy and combating corruption are some of the core electoral pledges of the present government. Most of the business rating agencies, today, find Bangladesh much business friendlier than before.  Your robust presence in our economy has certainly helped this process. 

The recently held partnership dialogue stressed regional connectivity and was appreciative of the landmark initiatives from the Hon. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to connect Bangladesh more deeply with the rest of world. Your commitment, ideas and capital resources can exceedingly complement the governmental initiatives. You note that both Hon. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the Hon. Foreign Minister, who has graced our event today, stress the engagement of the private sector, both foreign and local, in the Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects including infrastructure building. 
Engagement with the NRB and a meaningful business partnership with them are two of our most essential components in economic diplomacy. You may notice that despite constraints, the government decided to enhance the strength of professionals in our foreign missions. We have increased the number of foreign posts and opened up new missions- particularly people working as labour, economic and commerce officers- at a time when many developed and developing countries slashed budget of foreign offices and closed embassies. This is both for you and thanks to you. 
At our embassy we launched a user friendly website early last year with a section requesting the expatriate nationals to register and submit some primary information. The purpose of the database is to improve the Embassy’s capacity to reach out to the resourceful members of our expatriate community and enhance the overall quality of consular service. We hope, with your assistance, we shall have a comprehensive data bank of our entrepreneurs and professionals living in the USA and sit with them in phases to ascertain how their resources could best be utilized for the prosperity of our motherland. Also all business, investment and consular related information are uploaded in the website with timely updates. Functional e-mails addresses and desk phone numbers of all Embassy officials-from Ambassador down to the junior most-are provided online. We make sure to respond to your queries-business or otherwise-at a reasonable time. 
Last April, when we jointly celebrated the 40th anniversary of Bangladesh-US diplomatic relations, the multiplicity we noticed in our work programmes and interested stakeholders was truly encouraging. Thanks to your commitment and efforts US-Bangladesh business-to-business connectivity has flourished and stand to reach a new height in future. 

As you go on to explore the business case in your motherland, we mind our solemn business to remain on call. 

I thank you all. 

Thank you.   
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