General Horst

Distinguished Representatives of CENTCOM, SOCOM and MacDill Air Force Base
Dear Guests
Good evening
It is my pleasure to meet you here at this prestigious institution and join you celebrating Bangladesh’s independence day. This time around when my colleagues at the Embassy and members of the Bangladesh Diaspora in the USA are in the midst of preparations for  events to mark the 40th anniversary of US-Bangladesh diplomatic relations, I find it an opportunity to reminisce  the glorious liberation war when our people and men in uniform joined hands in quest of freedom. 
The Bangladesh Armed Forces represent a great legacy of sacrifice and patriotism. Their heroics inspire  the succeeding generations to contribute towards a happy and prosperous Bangladesh as dreamt by our father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and all freedom fighters who laid down their lives for the cause of the motherland. In the last four decades, the men and women in uniform have grown into a very valuable national institution which has stood beside the people at important junctures of the national history . Often during the natural calamities, they rush to the distressed people with the challenging tasks of relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction.  Before the last general elections, they did a commendable job in preparing a very reliable voters list. Presently it is involved in preparing the machine readable passports to every single passport applicant. Over the years it has developed a unique competence over some of the quite critical issues facing our nation and the region such as combating terrorism including fundamentalist terror outfits, chasing smuggling syndicates, human and drug traffickers. In the past they took lead as well as worked in support of the civil administration. 
Work areas of Bangladesh’s defence forces have gone far beyond the national confines. With over 10 thousand service members in blue berets, Bangladesh presently ranks number one among the troops contributing nations. In rendering service to 25 war ravaged countries 88 persons in uniform lost lives. From Sudan to Sierra Leone, from Cambodia to Côte d'Ivoire, Bangladesh’s troops are  on call in fulfilment of their nation’s commitment to global peace and security.  
Because of the confluence in work agenda and priorities , the scope to cooperation between the US commands and Bangladesh Armed Forces needs to be fully utilized.  Bangladesh acknowledges the US technical assistance in setting up the Institute of Peace Support Operation Training (BIPSOT) and turning it into a globally reputed institute for training up the prospective peacekeepers. This has greatly enabled Bangladesh to meet its requirements as a troops contributing nation. The Government of Bangladesh hopes that US-Bangladesh collaboration in this strategic sector will flourish . I am happy to see Lt Col Munir and Major Shawkat among my hosts in CENTCOM. I remember, last year when Mr. Mozena (now your ambassador in Dhaka) was on the National Defence University faculty, a delegation was tipped to Dhaka to hold talks with security services and law enforcing agencies there. I hope this process of professional exchange will continue and contribute to the broadening of understanding between the institutions of our two friendly nations in pertinent security and strategic issues. 

I thank you all getting together on the occasion of our national day. 

If you have any queries, I am here respond.

Thank you.   

